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SOCIAL REINTEGRATION OF THE VETERAN1

ON LAST Memorial Day I noted a very elderly, white-haired man dressed in
a blue uniform, walking through the foyer of the Palmer House in Chicago.
With the opportunity at hand, I stopped and talked to him. He was attending
the day's ceremonies, wearing the uniform of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic. I asked him if he, as a veteran, had had any difficulty with readjustment
after the Civil War in '65. He had many incidents to tell of his struggle in
settling down to civilian life. Despite his advanced age, those memories still
seemed quite vivid.

Veterans of every war have more or less difficulty in readjustment, depend-
ing upon them and upon the environmental situation. The approximate
15,000,000 of us who have returned home from military service in World
War II represent every community, every social group, every profession and
trade. For that reason our concerns have been and will continue to be of such
importance to the welfare of the country that for some time we will command
the center of the spotlight in postwar planning of many sorts.

The year 1946 saw the return home of most of us.2 How were we re-
ceived? Many of us found housing conditions nearly impossible for com-
fortable living; if decent quarters were available their price was highly
inflated. Those of us were lucky who had prewar civilian clothes which would
fit; for a long time even veterans could not find shirts to buy. There was a
great scarcity of new cars or used cars in good condition; if we had prewar
models, until recently it was difficult to replace worn tires and parts. It often
required months to obtain a phone in our homes. Good jobs were hard to find.

Public interest being feeble, the GI was frequently greeted with the sneer-
ing remark, "The war's over, soldier." General Bradley s answer to that was,
'The shooting war may be over but the suffering isn't." 3 This is a truth that
many people have forgotten. The soldier who did so much to make -America

1 Some of the ideas in this chapter had been expressed previously in an article, "Rehabilitation
of the Veteran," which appeared in the Ohio Statute. J. 43:504-510, May, 1947-
2 As of June 30, 1947, it was estimated by the Veterans Administration that there would be
14,600,000 World War II Veterans!
3 Bradley, Omar N., remarks over a nation-wide radio broadcast, Aug. 16, 1946.
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